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3TOT AeHb Heyero ObINO U OymMaTb O MPOrynke.
[MpaBOa, yTpPOM Mbl elle MOOPOAMAM YaCoK Mo
Oopoxkam obneTtesllero caga, Ho nocne obe-
na (korga He 6bIno rocten, muccuc Pua kywana
PaHO) XONOAHbIA 3UMHUI BETEP HarHan yrpomble
TY4” U NOAWUA TakoW MPOHM3bIBAOLMMA OOXKOb, YTO U pe4dn He
MO0 ObITb HM O KAKOWM MOMbITKE BbINTA eLle pas.

470 Xe, Tem nydwe: s BoobLle He niobuna nogonry ryndts
31MON, 0cobeHHO nofa BeYep. MHe KasanoCb MPOCTO y)XaCHbIM
BO3BpAaLLaThbCsa AOMOM B 390KMX CyMepKax, Koraa nanblbl Ha py-
Kax 1 HOrax HemeloT OT CTYXW, a cepiLe CKUMAeTcsa TOCKOM OT
BEYHOWM BOPKOTHW beccu, Halem HAHbKN, 1 OT YHU3UTENbHOMO CO-
3HaHUA PU3MHECKOro MPEBOCXOACTBA HAA0 MHOM Anunabl, [KoHa
n [hxopmxnaHsl Pua.

BbiweynomaHytele 3nusa, xoH 1 [bkopmxmaHa cobpanunchb
Tenepb B rOCTUHOM BO3Me CBOEM Mambl: OHa Mofynexxana Ha au-
BaHe nepead KaMVHOM, OKPYXKEHHas CBOUMW OOPOrnMu AeTKamu
(B AHHYIO MUHYTY OHU HE CCOPUITNCH 1N HE PEBENN), U, O4EBWNAOHO,
Bbina 6e3MATEXHO CHacTIMBa.

7 6blna ocBoboXaeHa OT y4acTusd B 3TOW CEMEWHOW rpynne;
Kak 3asgBuna MHe muccuc Pua, oHa BeCcbma CoOXaneeT, HO Npuxo-
ONTCHA OTOENUTb MEHS OT OCTallbHbIX OETEN, MO KparHen Mepe a0
Tex nop, noka beccu He coobLNT elr, Aa 1 OHa cama He yBUaOUT,
4TO 9 eNCTBUTENBHO Npunarat Bce ycunung, 4tobbl cTatb 6onee
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NPVBETANBOM M NaCKOBOW AEBOYKON, Boee YXMBUYMBOW U KPOT-
KOM, MOKa OHa He 3aMeTUT BO MHE YTO-TO 6onee cBeTnoe, nobpoe
N YNCTOCEPAEYHOE; a TeEM BPEMEHEM OHa BbIHYXXAEHA NULLUTb
MeHsi BCex pafoCTel, KOTopble NpeaHasHadYeHbl ONa CKPOMHbIX,
NOYTUTENbHbLIX AETOK.

— A yto beccu ckazana? Yto A coenana?

— [KerH, 9 He BbIHOLLY NMPUAMPOK 1 AOMPOCOB; 3TO MPOCTO
BO3MYTUTENBLHO, KOrga pebeHOK Tak pa3roBapmBaeT CO CTapLUn-
mMn. Cagb roe-HMbyab M, MoKa He Hay4YnLbCs ObiTb BEXIMBOWN,
MOSYM.

PanoM ¢ rocTuHom Haxogunachb HebonblLuasf CTOnoBas, rae
O0ObI4HO 3aBTpakann. A TUXOHBKO LWMbIFHYNa Tyaa. Tam CTosn
KHVKHBIM WKkad; A Bbibpana cebe KHXKKY, NpeasapuTensHo yoe-
AMBLLMCb, YTO B HEM MHOIO KapTMHOK. B306paBLUMCh Ha LUMPOKMIA
MOAOKOHHWK, A ycenach, MompKaB HOMM MO-TypeLKX, 3aaepHyna
MOYTM BMIOTHYIO KPaCHbIE LUTOMHbIE 3aHABECH! M OKa3anach Ta-
KM 06pa3oM OTrOPOXXEHHOW C ABYX CTOPOH OT OKPY»KakoLLEro
mMupa.

Tspkenble ckNagkn NyHLOBbIX APanMpPOBOK 3aropaxmnsani MeHs
CrpaBa; CrneBa OKOHHble CTekna 3alluilan OT HEMOroAbl, XOTH
N He MO CKPbITb KAPTUHY YHbLINOMO HOAGPbLCKOro AHs. [lepe-
BEPTbIBAA CTPaHWLbl, 1 BPEMSA OT BPEMEHM NOMsaAbiBana B OKHO,
Habnofas, Kak HaaBUratoTCa 3VMHUE CyMepKn. Boanu taHynack
CnnoLlHas 3aBeca Ty4 W TyMaHa; Ha NepefHeM MnaHe PackuHy-
nacb nyarika ¢ pactpenaHHbIMK Bypeit KyCTamn, X HEMPEPbIBHO
XnecTanu noToku AOXAsi, KOTOpble rHan nepefn cobown BeTep, Ha-
NeTaBLUMIA CUMbHbLIMKX MOPbIBaMK 1 »XanobHO CTeHaBLLWN.

3aTteM 9 CHOBa Ha4dMHana npocMaTpuBaTth KHUry — 310 Obina
«KM3Hb aHMMUINCKMX MTUL» Bblonka. COBCTBEHHO rOBOPS, CaMmblit
TEKCT Malno MHTEPEeCOBaST MEHS, OHAKO K HEKOTOPbLIM CTpaHmLam
BBEOEHUs 5, XOTb U COBCEM eLle pebeHoK, He Morna octaTbCd
PAaBHOOYLLHOWM: TaMm rOBOPUNOChH 06 yOexxuLLe MOPCKUX NTUL, O MNy-
CTbIHHbIX CKanax u yTecax, HaceneHHbIX TONbKo UMK; 0 Beperax
HopBernn, oT KXXHOM OKOHEYHOCTN KOTOPOW — Mbica JlnHaeHe-
ca — o Hopakana pasbpocaHo MHOXECTBO OCTPOBOB:
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...I'le nepaHoOro okeaHa LUMPb

KnnuT y 0CTPOBOB, Harux n aukux,

Ha panbHem ceBepe; 1 HU3BEpPraeT BOSHbI
ATnaHTvka Ha MpadHble ebpuabl.

He morna s Takxe nmponycTuUTb W onmMcaHue CypoBbiX Oepe-
ros Jlannanguu, Cnbupwu, LLnnubeprena, Hoson 3emnu, Vicnas-
auuv, MpeHnaHann, «BCero LUMPOKOro NpoCcTopa NonspHbIX CTpaH,
3TUX 6e3NtoAHbIX, YTPIOMbIX MYCTbIHb, M3BEYHOM POAMHBLI MOPO30B
W CHEroB, rae nefsHble Nong B TeveHne 6eCHUCEeHHbIX 31MM Ha-
Mep3atoT OAHM Had APYrMK, TPOMO3aACh BBbICh, NOA0OHO obne-
AeHenbiM Anbnam; oKpy»kas Mosc, OHM Kak Bbl COCpeaoTo4Mnn
B cebe Bce MHOroobpasHble KO3HM CUnbHeNLwero xonoga». Y me-
HS cpasy Xe CNOXMIOCb Kakoe-To CBOE NpeacTaBneHne 06 aTux
MepTBEHHO-6€eMbIX MMpax, — npasaa, TYMaHHOe, HO HeObbI4YatHO
BOMHYtOLLIEE, KaK BCE Te, eLle HesdcHble goragkm o BceneHHowm,
KOTOpble poxagatoTca B yMe pebeHka. log BnedarneHuem atux
BCTYNMUTENbHbIX CTPAHUL, NprnobpeTani Ans MeHsa 0cobbli CMbICH
1N BUHBETKW B TEKCTE: YTEC, OAMHOKO CTOALLIMIA Cpean NeHsLLErocs
O6ypHoro npubos; pasbutasd Nofaka, BbIOPOLLEHHas Ha NYCTbIHHbIN
Beper; npuspadHasa nyHa, MagaLlas n3-3a yrproMblX Ty Ha To-
HyLLlee CyaHo.

HeunzbacHUMbIM TPeneT Bbi3blBano BO MHE M300paxeHne 3a-
6poLlueHHoro knagbuila: OOMHOKNA MOMUMbHbIA KaMeHb C Haf-
nMCblo, BOPOTA, ABa AepeBa, HN3KUM FTOPU3OHT, OYePYEHHbIN Mo-
nypaspyLUEHHOM Orpafon, 1 y3kuii cepn BOCXOASLLEro MecsLa,
BO3BELLAOLLMA HACTyNNeHne Bevepa.

[Ba kopabns, 3aCTUrHyTble LUTUNEM B HEABWKHOM MOpPE, Ka-
3aMCb MHE MOPCKUMW Npu3pakamm.

CTtpaHunyky, roe 6bin M306paXkeH cataHa, OTHUMAaIOLLNA Y BO-
pa y3en ¢ NoxuLeHHbIM JoBpoM, 9 NOCKopee NepeBepHyna: oHa
Bbl3blBana BO MHE YXac.

C Taknm >xe y>xacom CMOTpena s U Ha YepHOe porartoe Ccylile-
CTBO, KOTOPOE, CKAA Ha ckasne, co3epuaeT ToNny, TECHSLLYOCH
BOANW Y BUCENNLbI.
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Kaxpasa kapTnHka Tamna B cebe uenyto noBecCTb, NofadYac Tpya-
HYIO O/159 MOEro HEWCKYLLEHHOIO yMa 1 CMYTHbIX BOCMPUATUN, HO
NOMHYIO MMyBOKOro MHTepeca — Takoro e, Kak CKa3kn, KOTopble
pacckasbiBana Ham beccu 3uMHUMK BeYepamMu B TEX PELKUX CIy-
Yasax, korga 6biBana B 406poM HacTpoeHun. MNpraBnHYB rmMagnib-
HbIA CTONMUK K KaMUHY B HalLLEen OEeTCKOW, OHa paspeLuana Ham
YCECTbCA BOKPYr W, OTrmaxmnsasa 0noHabl Ha tobkax mmccuc Pug
WM NNoS Wmnuamm 060pKM ee HOYHOMO Yemn4uKa, yTonsana Halle
»agHoe nobonbLITCTBO pacckasamn 0 NO6BU U NPUKIIOYEHUAX,
3aMMCTBOBAHHbIX U3 CTapPUHHbIX BOMLLEOHbLIX CKa30K U1 eLLle bonee
OPEBHMX Bannan unm e, kak g obHapyxunia B 6onee nosgHue
rogel, n3 «lamensi» n «['eHpuxa, repuora MopnaHackoro».

N BOT, cnaa C KHWUroOM Ha KoneHsx, s Obina cyacTavea; Mo-
CBOEMY, HO cHacTnmea. A 60anack TOMbKO OOHOrO — YTO MHE
MOMELLIAIOT, 1 3TO, K COXaNEHWMO, CNy4YMUnoch O4eHb CKOPO.

[Bepb B ManeHbKyto CTOMOBYKO OTBOpUNACH.

— 0N, Tbl, HIOHA! — paspancs ronoc [koHa Pupga; oH 3a-
MOnYan: KoMHaTa Kasanacb MycTol.
— Kyga, K 4epTsaMm, OHa 3anponactunacek? — npopomkarn

OH. — J1Inzan! [hxopmxu! — nossarn oH cectep. — [PKoaHbl HET
3Aecb. CKaxknTe MaMo4Ke, 4To oHa ybexana nofd AOKAMK... Jkad
ragmHal

«X0pOoLLO, 4TO 5 3afepHyna 3aHaBechl», — nogymana s, ro-
pAY0 xenas, 4ToObl MOe yoexuLle He ObiNo OTKPbLITO, BMPOYEM,
I[bxoH Py, He oTnmMyaBLUMIACA HU 0COD0M 30PKOCTLIO, HM OCOBO0M
Cco06pas3nTeNbHOCTbIO, HI 3a YTO Obl €ro He 0BHaPYXKUN, HO nK-
3a, eiBa NPOCYHYB rONOBYy B [ABEPb, Cpasy ke 3adsuna:

— OHa Ha NOOOKOHHMKE, pyvatochk, [KOH.

7 ToT4ac BbiLLNA U3 CBOEro yronka; 6onblie Bcero 1 6osnace,
Kak Obl MEHs1 OTTyda He BbITalLM [HKOH.

— Y10 Tebe HyKHO? — cnpocuna a9 ¢ MNoXo PasbirPaHHbIM
CMUPEHVEM.

— Ckaxn: «41o Bam yrogHo, muctep Pua?» — nocnepgosan
oTBeT. — MHe yrogHo, 4To6bl Tbl MOAOLLNA KO MHE, — W, YCEB-
LUNCb B KPEecno, OH mokasarn >KeCTOM, YTO S OOMKHa MoAonTU
N cTaTb nepen HUM.
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[bkoHy Puay mcnonHunoch YeTbipHaguate NeT, OH Obin Ye-
TbIPbMA rofjamMm CTapLUe MEHH, Tak Kak MHe eiBa MUHYSO OeCATb.
OTO 6bIN HEOObIYAMHO POCHbIA A5 CBOMX NeT yBaneHb C MNpbl-
LLIEBATON KOXEN U HE3AOPOBbLIM LIBETOM NLA;, Nopaxxanu ero
KPYMHbIE HECKNAaAHbIE YePTbl U BOMbLIME HOMM 1 PYKKX. 3a CTONIOM
OH MOCTOSIHHO 0Bbenancs, 1 OT 3TOro Yy Hero Obi MyTHbIN, Gec-
CMbICIEHHbIV B3MMAA U Apsionble wekn. CoO6CTBEHHO rOBOPS, eMy
cnenoBano cendac ObiTb B LLKOME, HO Mamo4dka B3dna ero Ha
MeCAL-OpYron OMOWM «Mo NpUYMHe cnadoro 340poBba». Mnuctep
Marnc, ero y4utenb, yTBep»xaan, Y4To B 3TOM HET HUKAKON HeOO-
XOANMOCTW, — MYCTb €My TOMbKO MOMEHbLLIE MPUCHINAIOT U3 AOMY
MUPOXKOB 1 MPSAHUKOB; HO MaTtepPUHCKOe ceppue BO3MYLLANOCh
CTOMb rpybbIM OObLACHEHMEM 1 CKIIOHANOCH K 6ornee 6naropogHoin
BEPCUN, MPUNUCHIBaBLLEN BNegHOCTb Manb4iKa NEPEYTOMIEHMIO,
a MOXET OblITb, M TOCKE MO POAHOMY OOMY.

I[>KOH He nuTan ocobor NPUBA3AHHOCTK K MaTepu 1 cecTpam,
MEHS XXe OH NPOCTO HeHaBuaen. OH 3anyrmBan MeHst U TUPaHW;
1 3TO He OBa-TPW pasa B HELENIO U flaxe He pas UK [Ba B [AEHb,
a 6ecnpecTtaHHO. KaxabiM HEPBOM 4 Boanack ero 1 Tpenetana
KaXKOOM »KUMKOW, eaBa OH mpubnmkanca kKo mMHe. beiBann mun-
HYTbl, KOrda A COBEPLUEHHO Tepsanachb OT y)kaca, Mbo y MeHsd
He ObINo 3alUMTbl HXM OT €ro yrpos, HM oT ero noboes; cnyru
He 3axoTenu 6bl paccepamTb MOOAOro 6apuHa, CTaB Ha MO0
CTOPOHY, a muccuc Pupg 6bina B 9TMX ciydasax crena v rnyxa:
OHa HMKOorga He 3amedana, 4To oH 6beT U 0OMXKaeT MEHH, XOTH
OH fenan 970 He pa3 1 B ee NPUCYTCTBUKM, a BMPOYEM, Halle
3a ee CMuHOW.

[MpuBbLIKHYB NMOBMHOBAaTbLCA [PKOHY, 9 HEMEANEHHO mogoLuna
K Kpecrny, Ha KOTOPOM OH CUAEN; MUHYTbl TPW OH pPas3BfeKkancs
TEM, YTO NOKa3blBan MHe A3blK, CTapasiCb BbICYHYTb €ro Kak MOX-
HO Oonblue. A 3Hana, 4TO BOT Ceryac OH yaapuT MeHsd, U, C To-
CKOW OXKMOas 3TOro, pasMbIlLnana O TOM, Kakon OH MPOTUBHbIN
1 6e306pasHbii. MoxeT ObITb, [PKOH npoYen 3T1 MbICNN Ha MO-
eM Nnnue, NOTOMY YTO BAOPYT, HE rOBOPS HWM CNOBa, pas3MaxHyncs
1 NpebonbHO yaapun MeHs. A nokadHynach, HO yaep>kanacb Ha
Horax 1 OTCTynMna Ha war w1 aea.
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— Bort 1ebe 3a 10, 4TO Thl HAOEP3MNa Mame, — ckasarn OH, —
1N 3a TO, Y4TO crpATanach 3a LUTOPbLI, XU 3a TO, YTO Tak Ha MEHH
nocMmoTpena cendac, Tol, kpbical

A npuBbIkna K rpydomy obpatleHuio [xkoHa Praa, 1 MHe B ro-
NOBY HE MPUXOAWAO AaTb emy OTMop; 4 AyMana Nuilb O TOM, Kak
Obl BbIHECTY BTOPOW yAap, KOTOPbIA HEN3OEXHO AoMmKeH Obin no-
cnefoBatb 3a NepBbIM.

— Y710 Thl Aenana 3a WTopon? — CMpPOCKU OH.

— A wuTana.

— [MoKaXn KHVXKY.

71 B3Ana C OKHa KHUTY U NMpUHECna emy.

— Tbl He CMeellb 6paTb HaLIM KHUMWM; Mama roBOPWUT, YTO Thbl
XKMBELLIb Y HAC 13 MUMOCTU; Tbl HULLIEHKA, TBOW OTeL, Tebe HUYero
He ocTaBw; Tebe crnenoBano Obl MUIOCTBIHIO MPOCUTb, a HE XUTb
C HamW, OETbMU [DKEHT/IbMEHA, €CTb TO, YTO Mbl €AMM, U HOCUTb
nnaTbd, 3a KOTOPble MNatuT Hawa mama. 7 nokaxy Tebe, Kak
PbITbCA B KHUrax. 310 Mou kHurn! A 3gecb xo3auH! Unn 6yay
XO3ANHOM Yepe3 HecKOnbkO MEeT. [loran BCTaHb y ABEPEN, Mno-
fanblie OT OKOH U OT 3epKana.

7 nocnywanach, CHa4ana He 0orafbiBasicb O ero HaMepeHusXx;
HO Koraa A yBuaena, 4To OH BCTal M 3aMaxHynCs KHUMOW, YTOObI
NyCTUTb €0 B MEHH, A UCMYraHHO BCKPUKHYNA WU HEBOMbHO OT-
CKO4YMNa, OOHAKO HeOoCTaTo4HO ObICTPO: TOMCTas KHUra 3agena
MEHS Ha NeTy, 9 ynana 1, yaapuBLLUMCh O KOCSIK ABepwu, pacLumnbna
ronosy. V13 paHbl NOTEKNA KPOBb, 51 MOYYBCTBOBANa Pe3Kyto 60sib,
N TYT CTPax BHE3AMNHO MOKMHYI MEHH, 4aB MECTO APYrM YyBCTBaM.

— [NpoTuBHLIA, 3non Mane4uwka!l — KpukHyna . — Tbl —
Kak youiiLa, Kak HaACMOTPLUMK Haf pabamu, Tel — Kak PUMCKUIA
nmneparop!

A npoyna «KMctoputo Puma» Fongcmurtal 1 coctasuna cebe
cobCTBEHHOE MpefcTaBneHne O HepoHe, Kanuryne u gpyrux
TpaHax. BTanHe s y)ke OaBHO 3aHMManachb CPaBHEHUAMU, HO
HWKOrga He npegnonarana, YTo BbICKaXy UX BCAyX.

"Tonpcmut, Onueep (1728—1774) — aHmMWIACKNA Nucartens, aBTop
poMaHa «BeKUNbACKNA CBALLEHHNK> .

. /0 ==
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— Y7107 Y107 — 3aKpu4an oH. — Koro Tbl Tak Ha3blBaeLb?..
Bbl cnbiwany, aeBoYkn? A ckaxxy mame! Ho paHbLue...

I[PKOH pUHYNCS Ha MeHs; 8 MoYyBCTBOBana, Kak OH CXBaTui
MeHsi 3a nne4vo 1 3a Bonockl. OgHako nepen HUM ObINo oTYasiH-
HOe CyLLIeCTBO. A AeicTBMTenbHO BMaena nepen cobon TpaHa,
youiLy. o Moel Lee ofHa 3a ApYron NoTeknn Karnm Kposu, s
MCMbITbIBaNa pes3kyto 605b. 3TK OLLYLLIEHVSA Ha BPEMSA 3arnyLUumnim
CcTpax, u a BcTpetuna [koHa ¢ SpoCTbio. 7 He BNOMHe Co3HaBa-
na, 4YTo JenarT MOW PYKK, HO OH KPUKHYN: «Kpbica! Kpbical» —
1 rpoMko 3aBonun. MNomMollb 6bina 6nmska. Anunaa 1 [pxopaxmaHa
nobexkanun 3a mmccuc Pua, kKotopasa yLuna HaBepx; OHa fB1nach,
3a Hei cnepgosanu beccu n kamepuctka 3660T1. Hac pasHanu,
1 OO MeHs1 JOHEeCMCh CMoBa:

— An-ain! Bot HerogHuua, kak oHa Habpocunach Ha mactepa
[xoHal

— Ortakas 3noba y geBo4dku!

I HakoHel npuroBop muccuc Pua:

— VYBeauTe ee B KPACHYO KOMHATY 1 3anpute Tam.

YeTblpe pyKM NoagxBaTUNM MEHS 1 MOHECTTU HaBEPX.

['AaBa

71 conpoTmBnsanachk M30 BCEX CUN, M 3Ta HecnbixaHHasa aep-
30CTb elle yxyawmna 1 6e3 Toro oypHoe MHeHKE, KOTOpPOoe CIo-
Xunocb 060 MHe y beccn 1 mmucc 3660T. A Bbina NpsiMo-Takm
He B cebe, unu, BepHee, BHe cebs, kak ckadanu Obl dopaHLy3bl:
A NOHWMana, 470 MrHOBEHHAad BCMbILLKA YXKe HaBfleKna Ha MeHH
BCEBO3MOXHbIE Kapbl, 1, KAk BCAKMIA BOCCTaBLUMIA pab, B CBOEM
oTHasHUK Bbina rotToBa Ha BCE.

— [epxute ee 3a pykn, mucc 3660T, oHa ToYHO BeLleHas. ..

— Kakow cpam! Kakoi cteig! — kpudana kamepuctka. — Pas-
BE MOXHO Tak HeJOCTOMHO BeCTn cebs, Mucc Inp? buts Mono-
goro 6apuviHa, cbiHa Ballen 6narogetenbHuLbl! Beab 370 »xe BaLl
MOOO0W XO3ANH!

— Xo3anH? [MoYemy 3TO OH MO x03amH? PasBe s npucnyra?



S lpmns 5P
%&/Z///fi[/ [f/i/// 7

e

— HerT, Bbl Xy>kKe npucnyru, Bbl He paboTaeTe, Bbl gapmoeakal
BoT nmocuamTte 3gech 1 nogymManTe XOpPOLLIEHBKO O CBOEM MOBe-
OeHWN.

Tem BpeMeHeM OHM BTALLMMN MEHSI B KOMHATY, YKa3aHHY MUC-
cuc Pug, v ¢ paamaxy onycTunm Ha codpy. A ToTyac B3BUIACH,
Kak MpyXuHa, HO OBEe Mapbl PyK CXBATWUIM MEHSI U MPUKOBanu
K MecTy.

— Ecnun Bbl He BygeTe cMAeTb CMUPHO, Bac MPUAOETCS npu-
BA3aTb, — ckazana beccu. — Mucc 9660T, ganTe-ka MHe BaLLu
NoaBsI3KM, MOW OHa Ceryac »Xe pPa30pBeT.

Mucc 3660T oTBEPHYNach, YToObI CHATL ¢ Aebeno Horn Noa-
BA3KY. 3TV MPUrOTOBAEHMSA 1 OXKMAABLLEE MEHS HOBOE DecyecTue
HECKObKO OXnaguim Mom Mblf.

— He chumaiite, 9 6yay cugeTb CMUPHO! — BOCKIMKHYNa A
N B OoKasaTeNnbCTBO BLEMMNAChb pPykamu B COddy, Ha KOTOPOW
cupena.

— Hy, cmoTpute!l.. — ckagzana beccwm.

Y6eamBLUNCh, Y4TO S AEMCTBUTENBHO MOKOPWIachb, OHa OTMy-
cTuna MeHs; a 3aTeM obe cTanu nepeao MHOW, CMOXNB PYKK Ha
XKNBOTE W MAAA HA MEHSA MOAO3PUTENBHO W HEAOBEPUMBO, CNOBHO
COMHEeBanucb B MOEM pacCyake.

— C Hel Hukorga elle aTOro He 6bINO, — NpPounaHecna Ha-
koHel beccu, obpaulasck K Mucc 3600T.

— Hy, 370 BCe paBHO cuaeno B Heil. CKONbKO pas s BbiCKa-
3blBana muccuc Puag cBoe MHeHMe 06 3ToM pebeHKke, U MUCCUC
BCerga cornatianacb Co MHOW. HET HMYEro xyxxe Takow TUXOHW!
A Hukorga He Buaena, 4Tobbl pebeHok ee neT ObiN HACTOMbKO
CKPbITEH.

Beccu He oTBeTMNa; HO HEMHOro CrnycTst OHa ckazana, 06-
paTsaChb KO MHE:

— Bbl )xe 4omKHbI MOHWMaTb, MUCC, YeM Bbl 0683aHbl MUCCUC
Pua: Begb OHa KOPMUT Bac; BbIFOHW OHA Bac OTClOAa, Bam Mnpwu-
wnock 6bl AT B paboTHbIN AOM.

MHe He4vero 66110 BO3pa3nTb eil: MbICIb O MO 3aBUCUMOCTH
Oblna ans MeHs He HOoBa, — C TEX MOop Kak 9 NoMHI0 cebs, MHe
HameKanu Ha Hee, YKOp B AapMOEACTBe cTan Ans MeHs Kak Obl

= /X ==



AoxeintH Inp

— e

MOCTOSIHHBIM MPUNEBOM, MyYUTENBHBIM U FTHETYLLIMM, HO ULLb Ha-
NONOBMHY NOHATHLIM. Mucc B660T nocnelHo gobaBuna:

— W He BooGpaxanTe, 4TO Bbl PpOAHS OapbILLHAM 1 MUCTEPY
Puay, ecnn gaxxe muccuc Pug tak gobpa, 4To BOCMUTLIBAET BAC
BMecTe ¢ HuMu. OHK 6yayT 6oraTble, a y Bac HUKOrga HUYero He
6yneT. [Mo3ToMYy Bbl AOMKHLI CMUPUTLCS W YroXaaTb M.

— Mbl Befb roBopvM BCE 3TO paau Ballen »Xe Mnofb3bl, —
pobasuna beccu yxe marde. — CTapaintech 6biTb YCY>XXMBOW,
NacKoBOW AeBOYKOW. Torga, MOXeT OblTb, 3TOT AOM U CTaHET Ans
BaC POAHbIM OMOM; a €CAK Bbl ByaeTe 3MUTbCS U rPyOUTb, MC-
CUC HaBEPHSIKa BbIrOHUT Bac OTCIOAA.

— Kpowme Toro, — gobasumna mmucc 36601, — bor HenpemeH-
HO HaKa)KeT Takyto AypHyto AeBoYky. OH MOXEeT nopasuTb ee
CMepTbIO BO BPEMSA OfHOW M3 ee BbIXOAOK, W 4TO Toraa Oymet
c Hen? Nonpgem, beccu, nycTe nocnamt ogHa. Hu 3a 4To Ha ceBeTe
He xoTena Obl 9 UMETb TakoW xapakTep. Monutecb, Mucc IAp,
a ecnv Bbl He packaeTech, kak Obl KTO He cnycTuncs no tpybe
M He yTalimn Bac...

OHu BbILLNKM, 3aTBOPWB 3a COBOWM OABEPbL, W 3anNepnu MeHsa Ha
KJITHOM.

KpacHasa KomHaTa 6blna HEXMIOM, U B HEM HOYeBanu KparHe
PENKO, BEpHEE — HUKOMAA, pasBe TOMbKO HamsbIB rocTemn B [enT-
CXBA-X0NNe BbIHYyXAan XO39€B BCMNOMHUTL O HEW;, BMECTE C TeM
370 6bina ogHa M3 cambiX OOMbLUNX W POCKOLLHbIX KOMHAT AO-
ma. B LeHTpe, TO4HO anTapb, BbICKMNAaCk KPOBaTb C MACCUBHbIMM
KOMOHKaMW KpacHOro Aepesa, 3aBelleHHas NyHUOBbIM MOOoroM;
[Ba BbICOKMX OKHa C Bcerga OnyLLeHHbIMU LUTopaMm 6biny Hano-
NOBMHY CKPbITbl NAamMOpeKeHamMn 13 TOW Xe Matepum, CnyCcKasLLN-
MUCS dpecToHaMM U MblLLHBIMK CKNaakamn, KoBep ObIn KpacHbIN,
CTOM B HOrax KpoBaTth MOKPbIT anbiM CykHOM. CTeHbl OOTAHYTHI
CBET/NO-KOPUYHEBOW TKAHbIO C KpacCHOBATbIM PUCYHKOM; rapae-
po6, TyaneTHbI CTON U Kpecna — M3 NOAMPOBAHHOIO KPacHOro
fepesa. Ha doHe aTux rmy6bOKMx TEMHbIX TOHOB pe3ko benena
ropa nyxoBMKOB M MOAYLLEK Ha MOCTENM, 3acTNaHHOM BEeNoCHEX-
HbIM MUKEMHBIM MOKPbIBANOM. [M0YTU Tak »Ke PE3KO BblOENsnoch
1N MSITKOEe Kpecno B 6eoM Yexne y U3ronoBbs KpoBaTh, CO CKa-
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MeeYKOW Ana HOr MEPEL HM; 3TO KPECNO KadanoCb MHE KakMM-TO
daHTacTU4Yeckm 6enbiM TPOHOM.

B KOMHarte cToan MPOMO3rNbIi XONOA, OTTOr0 YTO ee PeadKo
TOMWNK;, B HEW uapuno 6e3monemne, 0TTOro HYTo oHa Obina yaaneHa
OT OETCKOW 1 KYXHW; B Hel BbINO )XYTKO, OTTOrO YTO B Hee, Kak
9 yXKe ropopuna, peako 3arngabisany moau. OgHa TONbKo rop-
HUYHadA SBAANach ctofa no cybdboTam, 4Tobbl CMaxHyTb ¢ Mebenu
1 3epKasl OCEBLLYIO 3a HefeNto Mbinb, Aa elle cama mmccuc Pug
npuxogmna mapeaka, 4tobbl MPOBEPUTbL COAEPKMMOE HEKOEro
noTarHOro dLMKa B KOMOAE, Mg XpaHuncs damunnbHbIi apxmB,
LUKaTyNKa C AparoLeHHOCTSMW U MUHMaTiopa, n3obparkaBLuad
ee yMepLlero Myxa; B nocnefgHeM oOCTOATENLCTBE, @ MMEHHO
B CMepTun MucTepa Pyaa, 1 Tamnach 3aragka KpacHOM KOMHaThI,
TOrO 3aKNATUS, KOTOPOE NexXano Ha HeW, HECMOTPSA Ha BCe ee
BENMKonenue.

C Tex nop Kak ymep muctep Pua, npoLuno aesstb NeT; UMEHHO
B 9TOV KOMHATe OH UCMNYCTW CBOW MOCNeaHWn B3OO0X; 30eCb OH
neXan MepTBbli; oTctofa dhakenbLUMKK BbIHECN ero rpob, —
1N C 3TOro AHS YyBCTBO KAKOro-TO MpayvyHoro 6naroroBeHns yaep-
X1Bano oburtarener oMa oT YacTbIX NMOCELLEHNA KPaCHOM KOM-
HaTbl.

71 BCe elle cupena Ha TOM MeCTe, K KOTOPOMY MeHs Kak Obl
npukosanu beccu 1 3n4ka Mucc I0660T. 3TO Bblna HU3EHbKAd
codha, CTosABLUAA Henoaaneky OT MPamMoOpHOro KamurHa; nepeano
MHOW BbICMIaCb KpPOBaTb; CNpaBa Haxoamncsa BbICOKNIA TEMHbIV
rapaepo6, Ha NakMpoBaHHbIX ABEPLIAX KOTOPOro CMYTHO oTpa-
xanucb 6negHble CBeTOBble ONMUKK, CneBa — 3aHaBELLEHHble
okHa. OrpoMHOe 3epKasno B MPOCTEHKE MEXAY HUMW NOBTOPSANO
MYyCTbIHHYIO TOPXXECTBEHHOCTb KOMHATbI U KpoBaTtu. A He Bbina
BMOJSIHE YBEPEHA B TOM, YTO MEHS 3anepnu, U noaToMmy, Korga
HaKoHeLl| pelLunnacb CABWHYTLCA C MecTa, BcTana v nogoiwina
K aBepu. YBbl! A Bbina y3HuLEN, HE Xy>Ke 4eM B TIopbMe. BosBpa-
LaTbCA MHE MPULLIOCE MUMO 3epKana, v s HEBONbHO 3arngHyna
B ero rnybuHy. Bce B aTol npuapadHoli rnybuHe npegcTtano
MHE TEMHEE U XONOAHEE, YEM B AENCTBUTENBHOCTM, a CTPaHHagd
ManeHbkast urypka, CMoTpeBLLas Ha MeHs OTTyaa, ee 6neaHoe
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nMUO U pyKK, Benetouine cpean Cympaka, ee ropsiune crpa-
XOM rfnasa, KOTopble OOHWM Kas3anucCb XWBbIMU B 3TOM MEpTBOM
LapcTBe, AENCTBUTENBHO HaNoOMUHaNM npmapak: 4To-To Bpoade
TeX KPOLLEYHbIX AyX0B, HE TO doel, He TO 3anbdoB, KOTOPbLIE, NO
pacckasam beccu, BbIXOAWUIU U3 MYCTbIHHbIX, 3aPOCLUMX nano-
POTHNMKOM GOM0T M BHE3aNHO MOSBAANMCHL Nepea 3ano3ganbiM
MYTHUKOM.

71 BepHynachk Ha CBOe MecCTO. f y»ke 6blna BO BNacTu CyeBep-
HOro cTpaxa, Ho Yac ero nNonHon nobedbl eLLle He HacTan. Kposb
MOl Bce ellle bbina ropsaya, 1 ApocTb BOCcTaBLlero paba »xrna
MEHSi CBOUM >XMBUTESIbHbIM OTHEM. Ha MeHst CHOBa XJlbIHY/ Mo-
TOK BOCMOMUHaHUI O MPOLUMOM, U 9 OTAaNAachk emy, NPexae 4em
NMOKOPUTLCH MPAaYHOM BNacTh HACTOALLErO.

[py6ocCTb 1 xecTokoCTb [prkoHa Pyaa, HagMeHHoe paBHoayLLvE
ero Cecrtep, HeEMpuaAsHb UX MaTepn, HecnpaseoMBOCTL Cryr —
BCE OTO BCTANl0 B MOEM PACCTPOEHHOM BOOOPaXeHUU, TOYHO
NOOHSBLLUMACA CO OHa Konogua MyTHbIM ocafok. Ho nodemy 4
LOMKHA BEYHO CTpafath, MoYeMy MeHs BCE MPe3npaloT, He NMiobsT,
KNAHYT? [lo4emy g He yMeto HUKOMY YrOAUTb M BCE MOW MOMbITKM
3aCNyXUTb Yblo-NNMO0 61ar0CKNOHHOCTbL Tak HanpacHbl? [ovemy,
Hanpumep, K 3nu3se, KoTopas ynpsMa 1 aroucTuyHa, nnm K Ihkop-
IXKUaHe, y KOTOPOW OTBPATUTENbHLIN XapaKTep, KanpuaHbIn, pas-
APaXXUTENbHbIN 1 3aHOCHMBBIN, BCE OTHOCATCA CHUCXOAUTENBHO?
KpacoTa v po3oBble Liekn [DKopmKuaHbl, €e 30M0Tble Kyaopu,
BMOVMO, MMNEHSIOT KaXXO0ro, KTO CMOTPUT Ha Hee, U 3a HUX el
npoLLatoT Mobyto WanocTe. [DKOHY TakKe HWKTO He MpOTUBO-
PEYUT, ero HWMKOrga He Haka3blBalOT, XOTA OH AyLUMT ronybemn,
ybuBaeT UbINNAT, TPaBUT OBeL cobakamu, KpadeT B OpaHxepesx
He3penbl BMHOMPaa 1 CpbiBaeT BYTOHbI CambiX PEAKMX LIBETOB;
OH [JaXKe Ha3blBaeT CBOKO MaTb «CTapyLUKOM», CMeeTCa Hap ee
LBETOM NMLA — >KENTOBAaTbIM, Kak y Hero, He nogqunHAeTcqa ee
nprKasaHusaM 1M HEPeOKO PBET M NadvkaeT ee LLENKOBbIE MnaTby.
1 BCe-Takn OH ee «HeHarmagHbIA CbiHoYeK». MHe e He npoLiatoTt
HW ManenLLero npoMaxa. A crapaloch HW Ha Lar He OTCTynarb OT
CBOMX 0OA3AHHOCTEN, a MEHSI HA3bIBAIOT HEMOCYLLIHOM, YNPSAMOW
W ITYHbEN, U Tak C yTpa 1 OO HOYM.



