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babywxke Po3u,
HeoObIKHOBEHHOU JCEHUUHE, KOMOPYIO 51 AH001H0

Ihaea 1

Jlondon, 1844 200

OuepenHOl BECEHHUI JIMBEHb ObLI TOTOB BOT-BOT MPO-
JIUTHCSI HA TOJIOBBI TPOX0OXUX, HO Katpun CeHT-K0H oyt
He oOpalliasia BHUMaHMs Ha YepHbIe Ty4YH, YyTPOXKarollle HaBUC-
IIIMe HaJa TojoBoi. SIBHO 3aHsATass HEOTBSI3HBIMM U, IO BCEMY
BHMJHO, HEBECEJIBIMU MBICJISIMU, JIEBYILIKA PACCESTHHO O0XOIM-
Jla pOo30Bble KYCThI, pOCIIME B MaJleHbKOM CaauKe, cpe3ast
IyHIUCTBIE OYTOHBI, M3 KOTOPBIX MT03Xe HaMepeBaiach cOOpaTh
JIBa U3SIIIHBIX OYKeTa v MIOCTaBUTh B TOCTUHBIX, CBOEH U CECTPBI
Dnu3abeT. Ee Opar YoppeH, Kak Bcerma, BeCeo ITPpOBOINII Te-
TO BpeMsI, IO3TOMY BOBCE HE HYXXIAJICs B LIBeTaX /Isl yKpallie-
HUSI KOMHATBI, B KOTOPO#1 Mo4YTH He ObIBai. A orel;r KaTpuH,
JIXOopIxK, TepreTh He MOT Po3.

— He BriHOImY MX HaBsI3YMBOro 3amaxa! PaszBe MoxHO
CPaBHUBATDH 3T BYJIbTapHbIE LIBETHI C TUIUSIMU, UPUCAMU WIH
XOT$1 ObI TTOJIEBBIMU MaprapuTKamu!

KaTpuH B XU3HU HE MPUILIO Obl B FOJOBY OCIYIIATHCS
otia. Bo Bcem, uTo Kacanock ero mpuxoTeil, oHa OblIa Ha pe/-
KOCTb Y>KMBUMBBIM YEJIOBEKOM, U ITOTOMY KaXXI0€ YTpO cIliyra
MochlIajIcsl Ha MOMCKM MOJEBBIX MaprapuTok IJjs rpada
Crpaddopna, HeB3upass Ha TO, YTO B TOPOJIe UX ObLIIO COBCEM
HE TaK JIETKO HalTH.

— Tbl mpocTo 4yno, Mos goporas Keit, — jirooua moBTo-
pATh oTell, 1 KaTprH 00BIYHO MpMHUMaIa KOMIUIMMEHT KakK
TIOJIXKHOE, TIPUYEM JIeJI0 ObLJIO COBCEM HE B TOM, YTO OHA TaK YK
HyXJaJach B ITOXBaJIax, HET, TPOCTO €€ TOCTOMHCTBA U COBEP-
IIEHCTBA OBIIM TPEIMETOM TOPAOCTU WM CAMOYBaXKEHUS.
KoaTtpun HpaBuioch ouymarh cedst HyXKHOW 1 HEOOXOAMMOI,
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1 OHA JeHCTBUTEIbHO ObLIAa HYXKHAa M Heobxonuma. KoHeuHo,
Jxopmx CeHT-/[>KOH MOT cUUTaThCs I1aBOW ceMelicTBa, HO
nMeHHO KaTpuH ynpasisiia Xo3s1icTBOM, I UMEHHO Ha Hee OH
noJarajicst Bo Bcex Bonpocax. U Xonnen-Xayc, ocoOHSIK Ha
Kasennumi-ckBep, u Bpokiu-Xomr, 3aropomHoe ITOMeCTbe
rpada, ObUTH BlafeHUsIMU, Tae 6e3pasaesbHo napuia KatpuH.

OHa 0bl1a XO31KOM, TOMOIIPAaBUTEILHUIICH 1 YITPaBIISIO-
LM B OIHOM JIMILIE, Y OTell BeCbMa LIEHWJI 3TH IIPEBOCXOAHbIE
kadyectBa. KpoMe TOro, mockoybpKy AeBYIIKe OOBIYHO yIaBa-
JIOCh CaMOI CIIPaBJISIThCS CO BCEMU JOMAIITHUMU 3aTPYIHEHM -
SIMH, HETIPUSITHOCTAMU 1 OegaMu, He CTaBsl B U3BECTHOCTH
OTLIA, TOT, HU O YeM He TPEBOXKaCh, MOT MOCBSIILIATH BCE BpeMsl
U CUJIBl €IUHCTBEHHON CTpacTH, €IMHCTBEHHOMY YBJeYe-
HUIO — ITOJIUTHUKE.

— Ho6poe yrpo, Kur. ITozaBTrpakaems co MHo#? IToxa-
Jyiicra!l

IMomnsas rnaza, KatpuH yBuaena Dnm3adeT, BEICYHYBIITYIO-
cs U3 OKHA CHajJbHU, BHIXOAUBIIErO HA IUIOLIAAb, C PUCKOM
CBAJIUTHCS BHUS.

— 4 yxe mozaBTpakajia, Joporasi, HECKOJIbKO 4acoB
Ha3an, — oro3Bajack KaTpuH, enBa moBsicuB ronoc. He B ee
XapakTepe ObLIO KpU4aTh, JaXe B TeX CIyJasix, KOrJa 3T0 Ka3a-
JIOCh HEOOXOIMMBIM.

— Torna koge. [Moxanyiicta! — ynpaiiupana Dau3abeT. —
MHe o4eHb HY>KHO TTIOTOBOPHUTH C TOOOI.

KaTpuH HakoHell yabIOHY/IACH, COMIAIIASICh, 1, TOIXBATUB
KOP3WHKY C pO3aMM, HalpaBujIach K joMy. [oBops o mpasne,
OHa TOXe TepHeIUBO KAaja, IToKa Din3abeT MPOCHETCS,
YTOOBI CEPhE3HO IMObecenoBaTh ¢ cecTpoii. O6e, HECOMHEHHO,
HMMEJIM B BUAY OOUH U TOT K€ MPeAMET pa3roBopa, MOCKOIbKY
BUEpa BeUEpOM MX IT03BajM B KaOwHeT rpacda, mpaBma, 1Mo
OTHEJIBbHOCTH, HO NPUYMHA OKa3ajlach BCe Ta Xe — JIOpH
Yunbsam Ceitmyp.

Jlopn CeiimMyp, HEOTpa3UMBIA MOJIOIOM Y€JI0BEK, IbSIBOJIb-
CKM KpacuBOM BHEITHOCTH, OYapOBaJI U IIOKOPUJI C TIEPBOTO
B3TJIsIJa HEBUHHYIO IOHYIO Dim3abeT. OHU BCTPETUIINCH
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B caMOM Hauajie ce30Ha, IepBoro ce3oHa bet, m OemHsXKa
C TeX MOp He B3MISIHYJIa HU Ha OAHOro MyX4uHY. OHM BIIOOU-
JINCH APYT B Ipyra, OXBaueHHBLIE TEM CTapbIM KaK MUD UyB-
CTBOM, KOTOPOE TaK JIIOOSIT BOCIIEBATh MO3Thl U KOTOPOE CMO-
COOHO JIMIIIUTD PacCynKa Iaxe caMbIX pa3yMHBIX Joneil. Ho
KTO Takasi KaTpuH, 4TOObI OCYXIATh UX TOJBKO JIUIIb TIOTOMY,
YTO caMa OHa CYMTaJIa CTOJIb CUJIBHBIE SMOIIMY TTOIIPOCTY TIIy-
MbIMU, OECLIEIbHON TPAaTON SHEPTUU, KOTOPYIO JTYUIlle CTOUIIO
OBl yOTpeOUTh Ha YTO-TO TTosie3Hoe?! OHa cyacT/iMBa 3a Milal-
LIYIO CECTPY... IO KpaltHeil Mepe OblLia... 10 MPOIIUIO HOUMU.

3a HECKOJIBKO CEeKyHII, TToHamoOuBIIMxcss KaTpuH, 4To0b!
rnepeceyb X0JU1, OHa ycIiesa pa3ocjaTh BCeX CIYT ¢ TOPYYEHUSI -
MM — OTHECTH HaBepX IOJHOC C 3aBTPaKOM, OTIIPABUTh ITOUTY
B e¢ KaOMHET, HAlIOMHUTh Tpady, YTO Ha yTPO Ha3zHA4YEHa
BcTpeya ¢ JjopaoM CelmoHOM U TOT TOJDKEH ITOSBUTHCS Yepe3
nosyaca. B kabuHeT oTLia ObUIM TMOCJaHbl 1BE TOPHUYHBIE
C TIpUKAa30M yOenuThcs, Bee i B mopsiake (J>kxopmk oTHIONb
He OoTjJnyalcsd aKKypaTHOCTbIO), a B CHajibHIO Dau3adeTr
OTIIpaBJIeHBI Ba3bl C Bomoii. He MpuBBIKIIasT TepsiTh Bpems
nmapoM, KatpuH cobupanack Bo BpeMsl Gecebl pacCTaBIISITh
PO3EL.

Bynb oHa u3 Tex momeii, B 00bldae KOTOPHIX OTKJIAIbIBATh
HENPUSITHBIE Pa3rOBOPH Ha TTOTOM, HaBepHsIKA OBI ITOCTapa-
Jlach u3berath Dau3adeT Kak yyMbl. OQHAKO Takoe ObLIO He
B ee mpuHIMMAX. X0oTd KaTpmH coBceM He ObLTa yBepeHa
B TOM, KaKyie UMEHHO JOBOJIBI HAMEpEBaeTCs IPUBECTH CECTPE,
OIHAKO TBEPHIO 3HaJIa, YTO HU 3a KaKue Oj1ara Mupa He TOoIBe-
IIeT OTLA U cliejaeT MIMEHHO TaK, KaK CYUTAET OH.

— TwI emuHCTBEHHAs, KOTo OHa Tociyinaer, Keidt, — yro-
BapuBaJI I3KOpIK MPOILILIM BedepoM. — M ToKHa 3aCTaBUTh
BeT mmoHsTH, 9TO 3TO HE IycTHIe YTPo3bl. He 103BoIII0, 9TOORI
OHa CBsI3ajla XXU3Hb C 3TUM HETOISIEM.

OH TOJIBKO YTO MOBEIaJ T0YepU THETYIITYIO UICTOPUIO, HO ee
CIIOKOMHOE «KOHEYHO, OTELl» 3aCTaBWJIO €T0 OOOPOHSITLCS CO
BCE OOJIBIITNM ITBIJIOM:

— Tor xe 3Haewb, KeiT, 1 HUKOTIA HE OBLI JIECIIOTOM.
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[MosToMy 1 nipemocTaBystio Bce Tebe. Kro mydnre cymeer cripa-
BUTBCSI CO BCEMU HEMPUSATHOCTAMU?!

O6a yneIOHYIUCH, 3Has, YTO, eclIi TToHanoouTtcs, Kotpun
MorJia ObITh Herpepekaemo BiaacTHoi. [1paBna, Takoe ciyya-
JIOCh KpaifHe PelKo, IMOCKOJbKY TOMOYAMIIIHI AeJIai BCE BO3-
MOXKHOE, YTOOBI YTOAUTD €Id.

— 1 xo4y, 4TOOBI MOU AOYEPU OBLIM CUACTIUBBI, — MPO-
JIoJiKaj ompaBabIBaThes [IXKOpIXK, — OQHAKO, HE B IIpUMEpP
IPYTUM OTIIaM, IOYTH BCETAa CTapaloch OTHOCUTHCS K HUM
CHUCXOIMUTEBHO.

— Sl 661 ckazaja, 4TO OOBIYHO THI TBITACIILCS IMOHSTH
CBOUX JIETEN.

— MHe ToXe XOTeI0Ch OBl TaK TyMaTh.

M o710 ObL1a paBaa. JIXKopak He 4aCTO BMELIMBAJICA B 1eJia
IeTei, XOTsI IPUIMHOM 3TOMY OBIJIO OTHIOAHL HE PaBHOMYIIINE.
Hu B xoeM ciydyae. OgHaKo eciid KTO-HUOYIb U3 HUX MOoTaaa
B Oe1y, TOUHEee TOBOPsI, €CJIM YOppeH nomanai B 6emy, Jxxopmk
MpearnoynTan rnepekyaaabiBaTh Bce 3a00Thl Ha 1ieun KaTpuH.
Bce 1 Bo BceM mostaraimch IMEHHO Ha Hee, 1 IeBYIIIKa cTapa-
JIach OIIPaBAbIBATh OXMIAHUS JOMAIIIHUX.

— Ho ckaxu, pagu bora, Keiit, uTo emie g Mor caenath?
3Hato, bet BooOpaxaert, uTo Ba06IeHa B 3TOro Tiia. Boamox-
HO, TaK OHO W €CTh, OJHAKO KaKoe 3TO MmMeeT 3HaueHwue?!
4 y3Ha U3 caMbIX TOCTOBEPHBIX UCTOYHUKOB, 4T0 CeiiMyp
BOBCE He TOT, 3a KOTro BblmaeT ce0s1. 1 BOT-BOT OUyTUTCS B TOJI-
rosoii TiopbMe! Ho mpencrasisenib, 4To OJeBOYKa OTBeYaeT
MHe Ha 3T0? «MHe Bce paBHO. U ecay moHamooOuTcs, g yoery
¢ YunbsasmoMm!» [TomymaTh TOJIBKO, MHE IPUXOIUTCS BBICTYIIIT -
BaTh MOAOOHBIE AEP30CTH OT COOCTBEHHOW mouepu! —
M JIxxopax yxe CIOKOIHee, XOTS U HepelluTeabHO, 100a-
BwI: — OHa BeIb Ha cCaMOM JieJie He TyMaeT yoeraTh, IipaBaa?

— KoHeuHo, HeT! OHa mpOCTO OoropuyeHa, oTell, — 3aBepU-
ma Katpun. — Ber ckaszaia 3To JUIIb 3aTeM, YTOOBI XOTh
HEMHOT0 00JIeTYUThb 60JIb U Pa304apOBaHUE.

[Mpomuroit Houblo ber oTmpaBuiaachk cmath B ciie3ax.
KaTpuH, crJIBHO paccTpoeHHas M3-3a CeCTPhl, OMHAKO, ObLIa
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CJIMIIIKOM TIPaKTUYHOM, 4YTOOBI TO3BOJIUTH COOBITUSIM BBHIOUTD
ee u3 kousieu. [IpaBna, KaTpuH uyBcTBOBasa ceOsi HEMHOTO
BUHOBATOM, MOCKOJIbKY UMEHHO OHa Oblla KOMIMAaHbOHKOM
CECTPHI U TTOOLLIPSIIA PACTYLIYIO MPUBSI3aHHOCTD MEXIY MOJIO-
npimu monbMu. Ho tenepb Bce n3aMeHmnoch. bet He MoxeT
ctath XeHoil jopna Ceiimypa. Ee HeoOxoqumo 3acTaBUTH
MOHSATh U MPUHATH 3T0. CecTpa JOMXKHA MOMbITAThCS HAYaTh
HOBYIO XXU3Hb.

IMocTyuas Bcero onuH pa3, KaTpuH oTKpbiia ABepb Criajib-
HM cecTpbl. JleBylliKa Jaxe He ycrelia MepeoeThesl U BCe ellle
OblJa B IIEJIKOBOM PO30BOM IMEHbIOApPE, HAKMHYTOM TOBEPX
0eJioli MOJOTHSIHOM HOYHOM copouku. OHa cujena rnepen Tya-
JIETHBIM CTOJINKOM, a TOPHUYHAS MPOBOAMIIA LIETKOM IO ee
JUIMHHBIM 0OeJIOKYpbIM JIOKOHaM. [laxe u3MydeHHast TOpecTsi-
MU, JEBYIIKA BBITJISEIa O4aPOBATEIbHOM, W KAIIPU3HO OITy-
LIEHHbIE YTOJIKU I'y0 HE MOTJIM OTBJIeYb BHUMAHUS OT OCJICTIH-
TeJIbHOM KpacoThl Dan3adeT CeHT-/IK0H.

CXO0/ICTBO cecTep OrpaHUYUBAIOCh JIMIITb POCTOM U LIBETOM
rJa3, MpUYyUIMBBIM CMEIIEHUEM OTTEHKOB Trojyooro u 3efe-
Horo. Y Bcex CeHT-/I’KOHOB pajyXkKa CBETJIO-OMPIO30BOTO
LBeTa OblIa OKPYXEHa TEMHBIM CHUHE-3€JIEHbIM KOJIbIIOM.
Cnyru KJIsUTMCh, UTO TJ1a3a jieau KaTpuH 3aropaiuch cBepxbe-
CTECTBEHHBIM CBETOM, KaK TOJIbKO Ta OblLIa HEMOBOJbHA YeM-
TO WJIM TIpUXoauia B sipocTb. Ho 3T0, KOHEUHO, OBIJIO COBEpP-
meHHelmen Hernpapnoi. [Ipocto HEeOObIUHBIE TNA3a, €AUH-
CTBEHHasl, o MHeHUI0 KaTpuH, KpacuBasi yepTa, 3aTMEBaIu
BCE OCTaJbHOE, TaK YTO €€ BHEIIHOCTh Ka3ajach HUYEM He
MpUMeYaTeIbHOM.

Yo kacaercst Dnn3abeT, CBETIIbIe BOJIOCHI JIUIIb OTTEHSIIA
OupIO30BBIC TJa3a, OPOBU TEMHOIO 30JI0Ta W MpeJieCTHOE
Jmurko. OHa obsagana KJacCUYecKoil KpacoToii, yHaclea0-
BaHHOI1 OT MaTepu. YoppeH U K3TpuH nouuv B OTHA: TEMHO-
KallITAHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, TOP/IbIl apUCTOKPAaTUIECKUI HOC, TIOJI-
Hble TyObI. M eciu YoppeHa 1o rnpaBy MOXHO ObLIO TOCYMTATh
MPEeACTABUTENbHBIM U JaXe KPACUBBIM MYXUYMHOMW, TO IS
KeHIIMHBI 3TU 4YepThl Ka3aJuCh HEMHOTO DPE3KOBATHIMU.
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Kpome Toro, Katpun Obljla CIMIIKOM Maja pOCTOM, YTOObI
COXPaHSITh Ha JUIle Mpucyliee MyXcKoi mojoBuHe CeHT-
JI>KOHOB BbIpaxxeHUe BbIcOKoMepusi. OrnpeneseHne «10BOJIbHO
XOPOIIIEHbKasl» MOTJIO MOCYUTATHCS MO OTHOUIEHUIO K HEel
BEJIMYANUILIM KOMIUTUMEHTOM.

3aTo OTCYTCTBUE KPACOTHI C JTUXBOU BOCIOJHSIIOCH XapaK-
TepoM. KaTpuH Hegapom cuuTamm 6JaropogHoOi BEIUKOMYIII-
HOW XEeHIIMHOU U MHOTOTPAaHHOU JIMYHOCTHIO. YOPPEH JI00UT
MOALIYYUBATh HaJ/l CECTPOIA, TOBOPSI, YTO T HACTOJIBKO U3MEH-
YrBa U MHOTOJIMKA, YTO BITOJIHE MOXET UTpaTh Ha CLIEHE.
KoaTpuH ymena coBeplieHHO €CTeCTBEHHBIM 00pa3oM MPUCTIO-
coOUThCS K 10001 cuTyauuu, mMpudeM JubO B3SITh OTBET-
CTBEHHOCTb Ha ce0s1, MO0 CKPOMHO CJIeNOBaTh YKa3aHUSIM
TeX, KTO YXe yCreJ MPUHSATh Opa3abl npasieHust. OqHaKO MHO-
r'Yi€ U3 3TUX YEPT OTHIOb HE ObUIM HAC/IeICTBEHHBIMU. KaTpuH
ycriejia HeMajio YCBOUTh 3a TOT IO/, YTO MPOBeJia BO JABOPIIC
B IOJXKHOCTHU (ppeitnuHbl KoposeBbl Bukropuu. Ecnu npu-
JIBOPHAs! XU3Hb U YYUT YeMY-HUOY/Ib, TAK UMEHHO UCKYCCTBY
JIMLIENECTBA U TUTITIOMATHU.

Bce aT0 OBITO OBa rofga Ha3zal, TocJie ee MepBOro ce30Ha,
OKOHUMBILIETOCS COKPYIIUTENbHBIM TIpoBasioM. U Temepp
KaTpuH yXe nBaauath OAWH, CKOPO UCIOTHUTCS ABAALATh
IIBa, U B O0I1IECTBE €AMHOTJIACHO CUMTAIOT, YTO OHA «3acuie-
Jack». COBepLIEHHO OMEp3UTEIbHOE OMpele/ieHUe, OUYTH
TaKoe Xe MPOTUBHOE, KaK «CTapas neBa». Jla, KOHeYHO, CBEeT-
CKME CIUIETHUIIbI YacCTO TMPOXaXUBAJIKNCh TaKUM 00pa3zom
HacueT K3TpuH, HO caMa oHa ce0s TaKOBOW He cuuTana.
KaTtpuH TBepno HamepeBajiach B ONMH MPEeKPAaCHbI NEHb
BBIMTH 3aMyX 3a COJTMIHOTO, HaJEXXHOTO U CIIOKOIHOTO MYXK-
YUHY TocTapiile, KOHEYHO, HE TAKOrO HeOTpa3uMOro Kpacas-
11a, 0 KOTOPOM MEYTalOT I0HbIe AeOI0TAaHTKM, HO OTHIOAb HE
ypona. Hu ofguH 4yenoBek M3 ee 3HAKOMBIX HE MOT OTPUIIATD,
yto u3 KaTpuH monyuutcs mpeBocxonHas xeHa. Bce meno
B TOM, YTO OHa IMPOCTO He ObLIa TOTOBA CTATh YbEH-TO XKEHOI.
Ortel1 o-TIpexXHEMY HYXIaJICS B Heil, He ToBOps yxke 0 Diu3a-
6eT 1 YoppeHe, KOTOpOMY B ITIPOTUBHOM CJly4ae MPUIILIOCh Obl
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MPUHATH Ha cebs 00s13aHHOCTHU, Mojobatoue rpadpckomy
HACJIEAHUKY, YeTO OH OOsICS KaK OTHS U MOKa He UMesl HU
MaJe1lero xeaaHusl OTBaXUTbCS Ha TOJOOHbII TTOJBUT.

Dnu3abeT HeTePNETUBBIM KECTOM OTOCIaJIa TOPHUYHYIO U,
TMOJIHSIB TOJIOBY, BCTPETUJIACH TJIa3aMU € oTpaxkeHueM KatpuH
B 3epKaJe.

— Kur, orenr pacckasan tede, uro coTBOpui?

Kaxoe ropectHo-6e3yremiHoe guuuko! [aza Diuzadet
Y ceifuac mogo3puTeIbHO OJIECTENH, CIIOBHO JEBYIIKA BOT-BOT
ObLTa TOTOBa pa3pas3uThes cie3amu. KaTpuH, ectecTBEHHO,
MPEUCTIOIHUIIACH COYYBCTBUEM, HO JIUILIb IOTOMY, YTO UMEHHO
ee cecTpe MpUXoauTcs cTpagath. Ha camom e aene croco0-
HOCTb TPAaTUTb CTOJIBKO CHJI M 9MOLIMI1 Ha TaKyIO TIIYMOCTb, Kak
J110060Bb, ObLIa TPOCTO BHIIIE €€ TOHUMAHUSI.

— 41 3Hat0, moporasi, Bce, YTO OH ClieJall, U YBEpPEeHa, UTO Thl
yKe ycIieaa XOpolIeHbKO BBITUIAKAThCS, TaK YTO TEMeph YCII0-
Koiics. bosblile HUKaKuX ciie3, Mmoxanyncra.

KsTpuH BoBce He cobupanach BBIIISIAETh TaKOl Oeccep-
neyHoi. OHa AeMCTBUTENBHO UCKPEHHE XOTeNa MOHSTh, YTO
Tak Tep3aeT cecTpy. HaBepHoe, cama KaTpuH OT mpupoasl
CJIMIIKOM TparMaTUy4Ha, Ja K TOMY K€ BUIUT BEIIU B peasib-
HOM CBETE, a 9TO BPSIZ JIM ceiiuac momoxeT. KaTpuH TBepno
BEpuJIa, UTO, €CJIM Thl HE CITOCOOEH BBHIMTPATh MOCJIE TOTO, KaK
BCE CPENICTBA MCIOIb30BaHbI, JIYUIlle CAAThCsl U TOTIPOOOBATh
cobpatbcs ¢ cuaMu 1St HOBo# 60pbObl. HUMKTO 1 HMKOTIA He
YBUIUT, YTO OHA OBETCSI TOJIOBOM O CTEHY M 6€CTIOMOIIHO
JIOMaeT pyKH, TIOJIHAsI KaJlOCTH K cede!

BeT pa3BepHysnach Ha MaJieHbKOI OapxaTHOU TabypeTKe,
Y IB€ OTPOMHBIE CJIE3bl IEWCTBUTENBHO MTOMOJI3IH TI0 €€ HEeX-
HBIM IlIEKaM.

— Tebe srerko roBoprTh, KUT. DTO HE TBOEMY 3KEHUXY OTEII
oTKa3zaj oT qoma!

— XKenuxy?

— Hy xoHeuyHo! YUIIbsIM TIpOCHII MOEN PYKH, TIpexXae YeM
OTMPABUTHCS K OTILY 3a OJ1aroCI0BEHUEM, U 51 COTJIACUIIACK.

— TlonsTHO.



— O, noxanyiicta, He Hy>KHO TOBOPUTb TaAKUM TOHOM! —
BCKpuyaja Dnu3aber. — U He oOpaiaiica co MHO#, CJIOBHO
C He yroausliieil Te0e TOpHUYHOIA!

Crosb HeoxXugaHHOe HamnaneHue 3actano KatpuH Bpac-
wiox. locmonu, HeyXeiau oHa NEHUCTBUTENBHO KaXeTcs
HAaCTOJIbKO CHUCXOJIUTETHHOM ?

— Ilpoctu, bet, — uckpeHHe orBeTwia oHa. — KoHeuHo,
caMa 51 B XKM3HU He 0Ka3bIBaJlach B MOAOOHOM TIOJIOXEHUM, TAK
YTO MHE HEJIETKO MTPOHUKHYTHCS. ..

— Heyxenu Tl HUKOTHA He ObLIa BIOOJEHA, XOTS ObI
HeMHoro? — c Hajexnoi ocsegomunack bet. Katpun — envn-
CTBEHHasl, KTO MoTJIa Obl NepeyOeinTh OTLa, HO €CJIi OHA He
OCO3HAET, HACKOJIBKO 3TO BaXHO...

— bert, ToI Benb 3HaenIb, s HE BEpIO B... s1 XOUy CKasaTh,
qTO...

YMossioliee BbIpakeHUE Ha JIMUYMKE MJIAIIICH CecTphl
eule OoJbllle YCIOXHSIO mojoxeHue. [losiBneHne ropHuAy-
HOW, TIpMHECIIe 3aBTpaK Ha IomHoce, crmacio KartpuH ot
HEeOoOXOAMMOCTU TOBOPUTH NpaBay. OHa ACCTBUTEIBHO CUM-
Taja cebs1 HEMMOBEPHO CUACTJIMBOM TeM, YTO ObLIA OIHOM U3
HEMHOTHX XEHIIWH, CIIOCOOHBIX TPE3BO OLIEHUBATDH JIOOOBb,
9TO TJYNOE U COBEPIIEHHO HENMPAKTUIHOE YYyBCTBO, K TOMY
K€ 4acTo pa3pyllaroliee XXU3Hb U MPUHOCSIIEEe OAHU HENpy-
sTHocT. CTOUT JIMILIb TTOCMOTPETh Ha 100pylo muiyio ber,
YTOOBI MOHATH IpaBoTy KaTpuH. Ho B 3Ty MuHyTy bet BoBce
He XeJiaja BhICIYIIMBATh IIPaBIy O TOM, HAaCKOJIBKO CMEXOT-
BOpPHBI ee nepexkuBaHusi. OHa HyXajach B COYYBCTBUU, a HE
B HacMelIKe.

KotpuH B3sina yamky c apiMsuimMmcs Kode, rnogounia
K OKHY M, TTIOJ0KIaB, TT0OKa 32 TOPHUYHOU 3aKPOETCs IBEPD,
MOBEPHYJIACh K CECTpe, SBHO CTPAJAOIIECH OTCYTCTBUEM arlIie-
THUTA.

— bBbi1 KOrIa-To 0gMH MOJIOI0H YesloBeK, KOTOPHBIi, Kak
s AymMaja, Mor Obl CTaTh MHE HETUIOXUM MYXXeM, — HETPOMKO
npobopMoTaJia OHa.

10



— OH mo6un Teos?

— OH jaxe He MOAO3PEBal O MOEM CYILIECTBOBAHUM, —
B3noxHyna KaTpuH, BCOMHMB MOJIOAOTO JIOpaa, KOTOPOTO
CYuTaIa HACTOSIIMUM KpPacaBLEM.

— MBI BcTpeuanuch Ha 6ajax Bech Ce30H, HO KaXKIbIil pa3
IIPU Pa3roBoOpe OH, Ka3ajJoCh, CMOTPEJ CKBO3b MEHsI, CIIOBHO
OecemoBai caMm ¢ coboii. MeHs OyaTo He OBLIO PSIOM, a BCe
BHMMaHUE OH YIeJs Kyaa 6ojiee XOPOIIEHbKUM MOJIOAbIM
JIenn.

— 3Hayur, Tebe Bce-TaKu ObLIO OOJIbHO?

— Her... npoctu, noporas, Ho I 1axe Toraa Oblia peancT-
Koi. Mot Moyiof10it YesioBeK ObLT CIUIIKOM KPAacuB, YTOOBI
WHTEpPEeCcOBaTbCSl MHOM, XOTS HYXIaJicsl B IeHbrax, a s, Kak
BCEM M3BECTHO, MOIJA CYUTATbCS BBITOJHOMW MapTUEM.
M nmockobKy y MeHsI He O0CTaBaJoCh HM MaJIeHIIero maHca
MOMMATh €ro, s He CJMIIKOM pacCcTpanuBajiach.

— 3HaYuT, THI IIPOCTO HE JIIOOMIIA €TO ITO-HACTOSIIIEMY, —
yrnpsimMo Bo3pasuiia ber.

KatpuH, mokose6aBImch, Imokavaia ToJIOBO:

— JI1060Bb, beT, — TO caMoe UyBCTBO, KOTOPOE MPUXOAUT
U YXOOUT C IOPa3UTEIbHOM peTyIsipHOCThIO. Bo3pMu xoTh
cBolo moapyry Mapu. CKoJIBKO pa3 3a BCe 3TO BpeMsl, YTO ThI e
3Haelllb, oHa Obuta BmobaeHa? Illects? Bocemn? ITo-moeMmy,
He MEHBbIIIE.

— D710 He M000Bb, a yBIIeUeHWe. M3pH CIUIIKOM MOJIOAA,
YTOOBI OHATh, KAKUM ObIBAaeT UICTUHHOE YyBCTBO.

— A TBI, B BOCEMHAIaTh, CYMTACIIb Ce0s TOCTAaTOIHO
B3pocoit?

— Ja! — pemmrenpHo KuBHYIa bet. — O, Kut, mouemy Tl
He XeJaelllb MoHITh? S 160 Yuibama!

[Ipuruto BpeMst OTKPBITH IM1a3a HauBHOM beT 1 3acTaBUTH
ee YBUIETh CypoByIo IpaBay. O4eBUIHO, cecTpa He Ioxesiaa
BBICJTYIIIATh HACTABJICHUS OTIIA.

— Jlopa Celimyp — 0XOTHMK 3a IipugaHbiM. OH mpourpan
BCE CBOE HACJIEICTBO U TeIlepb BOJEi-HEBOJIEH MTOIKEH
JKEHUTHCS Ha JIeHbrax, a Thl, DIn3abeT, Ooratast HeBeCTa.
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— 4 He Bepio aTromy! M He moBepio Hukoraa!

— Oren He cTay ObI JITaTh B MOJOOHBIX CIydyasiX, ¥ €CJIu
Jopn CeiiMyp yTBepKaaeT Apyroe, 3Ha4UT, UMEHHO OH TOBO-
DUT HETIpaBy.

— MHe Bce paBHO. { BbIiiy 32 HETO BO UTO OBI TO HU CTAJIO.

— Ho g He Mory mo3BoIUTh TeOE caenaTh TaKylo TIIyIOCTb,
noporasi, — TBepao oobsiBwiIa KoatpuH. — OTell BBINOJHUT
obelaHye, TUIIUT TeOs1 HaceaCTBA U He JacT HU IIWJIJTMHTA.
W torna u tebe, 1 TBOEMY YWIbsIMY MPUIETCS MUIIOCTBIHIO
npocuth! He moryiry, 94ToObI TBOSI XXKM3Hb ObLTa pa3pylleHa
U3-3a 3TOro Herosst!

— O, nouemy $1 BooOpaxasa, 4TO Thl COTJIACUIIILCS MHE
MoMoub? — BOCKJIMKHYJA beT. — Thl HUYEro He TOHMMAaelIb!
XKankasi, BeIcox1irasi, CMOpIIIeHHas1, cTapast 3aHyna!

O06e 0IHOBPEMEHHO OXHYJIM OT HEOXUIAHHOCTH.

— O boxe, Kur, g He xoTena...

KoaTtpun nosepuna cectpe, HO 60J1b Bce paBHO TOHKOM UTO-
JIOUKOI Bomia B cepaie. OHa MombITalach BHIIABUTH YJIBIOKY,
HO CMOTJIa TOJIbKO TTPOJIETNeTaTh:

— 4 3Hato, becc.

B aTOT MOMEHT MoOsIBUIACH €1lie OfiHAa TOPHUYHAS C IByMSI
HaINOJIHEHHBIMU BOMIOM BazaMu. KaTpuH Besena oTHECTU Bce
B CBOIO TOCTMHYIO, a caMa IOIIUIa K IBEPU, MMOAXBATUB IO MyTH
KOP3UHY C pO3aMM, HO Y CAMOTO MTOPOra OCTAaHOBUJIACH:

— Jymaioo, HaM MOKa He CTOUT TOBOPUTH OO0 3TOM.
Ho moBepp, s xxenato Tede ToJIbKO 100pa, MPOCTO Thl HE XOUeIllh
3TOTO BUAECTb.

Onu3abeT JoJTo B OTYASTHUM JioMajla PyKU, TIPEeXae YyemM
BCKOUUTH U 1obexath 3a Katpun. OHa ellie HUKOTIA He BUIlE-
JIa TAKOTO TTOTPSICEHHOTO BBIPaXKEHUSI Ha JIUIIE CecTphl. B aTy
MuHyTy beT 3a06b11a naxe npo Yunbsama. Heobxonumo Heme -
JIEHHO MoMUpUThcs ¢ KaTpuH!

[eByika OTMyCcTUJa TOPHUYHYIO W OCTajach HaeauHe
¢ KoaTpuH B 60J1b1110i1 KOMHATE, KpacUBO 0OCTaBJIEHHOI MeOe-
JIbIO B CTWJIE YATITIEHJET, C YeXJIaMU, BBIIIUTHIMU camoit KuT.
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He 3Hag, yto ckazaTb, Dnu3abeT NpuHsSIaCh HEPBHO MEPUTH
11aramy TOJICTBIA KOBEP C y30pOM poMOaMu, NOKPbIBaBIIMMI
BECh IOJI OT CTEHBI 10 cTeHbl. KaTpuH, oqHako, He obOpalas
BHUMAHUS Ha CECTPY, IPUHSIACH PACCTABIISITh PO3bI.

— Tbl BoBce He BbIcoXIlast! — HaKOHELl BCKpUKHYa DJu-
3a0eT. — U yX, KOHEeYHO, He cTapas!

KotpuH nogHsinia riasa, Bce elle He B CUJIax YIbIOHYThCSI:

— Ho nnHorma 6siBalo 3aHymoi?

— Her, He 3aHyn0#i... a CJIMILKOM CTPOTOM M MPaBUJILHOM,
KaK 3TO U JOJKHO OBITh.

Haxkoneu KatpuH Bce-Taku cymenia yablOHYThCS.

— 4 crana Takoii, Korna NpuuUIoCh MPUHUMATH BO JBOPLIE
BCEX 3TUX YOMOPHBIX CTAPBIX HEMELKUX U UCHAHCKUX TUATLIO-
MaToB. Kak TOJIBKO CTajo M3BECTHO, YTO S OETJIO TOBOPIO Ha
000UX sI3bIKaX, MHE HUKOTJa 0OJIblIe HEe MPUIILIOCh UCTIBITHI-
BaTh HEJOCTATKA B COCEMSIX IO CTOIY.

— Kaxkas tocka! — mocouyBcTBoBajia bert.

— HuuayTs! [ToBepb, Tak yBiaeKaTeIbHO Y3HABATh BCe OOJIb-
111e HOBOTO U UHTEPECHOTO O APYTUX CTpaHaX U3 MEePBBIX PYK.
OTO MOYTH TaK Xe Yy/IeCHO, KaK MyTelleCTBOBATh, a BE/lb OTEIL
HE pa3pelaeT MHE MOE3AUTh IO CBETY.

— A mpuxonwioch iy Tebe pa3BiekaTh Oecenoil KaKoro-
HUOynb oyapoBaTeabHOro dpaHity3a? Tel Beab TOBOPUIIbL
nmo-(dpaHIy3CKH, KaK HACTOsIIas NapuxkaHka!

— Kak 1 Bce ocTanbHbIE NPUIBOPHBIE, TOPOTas.

— Ja... 1 1 3a0bl1a, — TIpobopmoTana bert, cHoBa HaunMHas
HEePBHO MeTaTbcsl Mo koMHare. Yto nenatsh? Kut ynsiOHynach,
HO B IJIa3ax ee Mo-MpexHeMmy cTbuta oouaa. O, 3Tu yXacHble,
rpy0bIe, 6e3xamocTHbIe ciioBa! Ecim OB TOIBKO OHA oGamaia
caepxxanHocthio Kut! Cectpa HUKOrIa HUYEero He roBOpuiIa
cropsiya!

CiyyaiiHO B3IJISIHYB B OKHO, DM3a0eT yBUIeIa SKUIaxX,
MOKAa3aBLIMICA €l 3HAKOMBIM.

— PasBe otent oxkxunain ceromss sopaa CenmoHa?

— Ha. Jlopa yxe npu6sui?
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bBet, oTBepHYBILIKCH OT OKHA, KUBHYJIA:

— Tepriets He MOTY 3TOTO cTaporo Kosna! [lomHuIb, Koraa
MBI OBLIM MaJ€HbKMMMU, Thl BbUIMJIA U3 OKHA KYBIIWH BOJBI
MpsIMO €My Ha roJioBy. S cMmesiiach 10 ciies...

KaTpuH nogHsiia Bropyio Ba3y ¢ BOJOI U MeIJICHHO Harpa-
BUJIACh K OKHY. [pyM B sipKoO#t TMBpee Kak pa3 momMoral JopLy
CenoHy BBIMTH U3 KapeThl.

— Kur, He HyHO, — nipeaocteperia bet, xoTs yibidanach
TIPY 3TOM BO BeCh pOT. — B mpo1uibiii pa3 oTiia ensa He XBaTII
ynap. Hac o6erx BEITTOPIOT!

KaTpuH HUYETO He OTBETHIA U, IOJ0XIAaB, TOKAa HUYEeTo He
rogo3pesatonuii jopa CeJiIoH BCTaHET Y ABEPU, KaK pa3 Mol
OKHOM, OITPOKKMHYJIa Ba3y 1 MOCIEIIHO OTCTpaHUIach. B kom-
HaTe pa3gaauch CMEIIKHU.

— lTocrmogu boxke, Tel BUnEa ero IMiio? — ejie BBITOBOpUJIa
Katpun mexay npuctynamu xoxota. — OH BBITJISIIEN B TOY-
HOCTH, KaK CHyJiasi pbioal

Ber B mpucTtymne 6ypHOTo Becelbs JaXe He CyMesia OTBETUTh
cectpe. O0HsB KaTpuH, OHa 3a1MBaach CMEXOM.

— YTo ThHI CKaXelllb OTIY? — HaKOHEI[ BbIIOXHYJIA OHA. —
OH npuaeT B GELICHCTBO.

— Jla, HECOMHEHHO. A & 3aBeplO €ro, 4YTo HEMPeMEHHO
YBOJIIO HEYKJTIOKETO CIIyTy, BAHOBHOT'O BO BCEM 3TOM 06e300-
pasuu.

— OH TebOe He TTOBEPUT, — XUXUKHYJIa bert.

— IloBepwurt, yBepsto Te6s1! OH HUKOT/Ia HUYETO HE Y3HAET,
MOCKOJIbKY He BMEIIMBAETCS B AOMAllIHUE aeia. A Tenepb
s noJixkHa momoub Jopay Cennony. Henbsst ke, 4ToObI OH
HaMOYUJ Bech KOBep B xojuie! Mojuch, moporasi, 4ToObl
s1 CMOTJIa BBIIEPXATh BCE 3TO C CEPbE3HBIM BUAOM!

Jlenn Kotpun CeHT-/I;KOH BEJIMYECTBEHHO BBHITUIBLIA U3
KOMHAThI, YTOOBI IMOCTapaThcsl CAeNaTh TO, B UeM Ipeycrelia
JIy4Ilie BCEro, — YTELIUTb U CIIPABUThCS C HEOXUIAHHO BO3-
HUKIIeH HenpusTHOCThIo. Kpome Toro, eil ynamoch Takxe
TTIOMUPHUTHCS C CECTPOM.
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Ihaea 2

— Grandmere*, oH eneT! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa MOJIOIAsT IEBYIII-
Ka, BPbIBAsICh B KOMHATY B BUXpe 0eJIOro KpyxeBa U IlIejKa.
Jlaxxe He B3TJITHYB Ha 6a0OKy, oHa mombexkaia K OKHY, OTKyIa
MoOTIJia BUAETh MPOLECCUIO 3JIETaHTHBIX dKUIMaXel, ObICTPO
KaTUBIIMXCS 10 JUTMHHOW IMOabe3MHOoM aiee. Ha mpukymeH-
HOI OCTpBIMM 3y0aMU HIDXHEN ryOoKe ImoKasajach KpOXOTHast
Karrejabka KpoBH. KOCTSIITKY TajIblleB, BIEITMBITUXCS B ITOIO-
KOHHUK, TT00eIeNI OT HalpsDkeHus. B TeMHO-Kapux ria3ax
CTOSIT HEMTOMICIBHBIN CTpaXx.

— O boxe, yto nenatb? — oxHysaa oHa. — OH MeHs MoObeT!

Jlenopa Kanyopr, BooBcTByIomas repuornag Onbemapi,
B3IOXHYB, IPUKpbLIa I1a3a. OHa CIUIIKOM cTapa IS IoH00-
HBIX TIpeacTaBiaeHuit! Hy... mo mpaBae roBopsi, He HaCTOJIBKO
yX OHa ApSXJiasi, HO TaKKMe OpaMbl B €e BO3pacTe TOXe HU
K 4eMy. A BHyUKe, IIpeXKIe YeM OTI030pUTh ce0sI B I1a3ax o0IIe-
CTBa, CJIeI0BAJIO ITOAYMATh O IOCIEACTBUSX!

— Bosbpmu cebs B pyku, AHacTacusi, — CIIOKOIHO BeJiesa
oHa. — M ecnu TBoIt OpaT M300beT TEOSI, B UeM SI CUJIBHO
COMHEBAIOCh, 3TO He 00Jiee TOTO, UYTO ThI 3acaykuBaetb! [axe
TBI JOJDKHA IIPU3HATH 3TO.

KnsoxkHa AHacTacHst pe3Ko pa3BepHYJIACh W Tparudecku
3aJIOMIJIA PYKHU.

— Ja... Ho oH ybOneT MeHs! BBl IpocTo He 3HaeTe ero,
0abyuika. M HuKoraa He BUIEIU €ro B THeBe. B Takre MUHYTHI
OH caM He TIOMHHMT, 4TO AeyiaeT. KoHeuyHo, OH He HaMepeBaeTCs
3aAyIIATh MEHS, HO IOBEPLTE, 51 Oyay MepTBa, IpeXkae 4eM
YCIIeI0 BBIMOJIBUTH XOTh CJIOBO!

JleHopa nokosebaaach, IPUITOMUHAS ITOCIETHIOIO BCTPEUyY
¢ [ImuTprem AeKcaHIpOBBIM YeThIpe rofga Hasan. Jlaxe Torna,
B IBaAlIaTh YeThIpe roja, OH ObLI HACTOSIIMM TMIaHTOM,
OTPOMHOTO POCTa, C IMUPOYCHHBIMU MYCKYJIMCTBIMM TUICYaMM
1 MOIITHBIMM PyKaMU — HeAapoM OH HECKOJIbKO JIET IIPOCTTY-

* Bab6yika (¢p.).
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